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Always obſerved in ſuch Caſes as this, the only 
Way to come ata Clear Underſtanding of Par- 
ticulars, was te go back to their Generals, 
to ſearch the Original of things, and fee from 
thence not how they are repreſented, but how they 
really are in their meer Nature, and Native Circum- 
ſtances. . 1 n O91 ts AA | 
In doing this, I ſhall oy as much as. in me lies, 
to give no Offence to any body, nor concern my ſelf 
with any thing, however warmly {aid en that Head, 
but to my utmoſt, keep cloſs to. impartial” Truth in 
Fact, and give my own thoughts as calmly as I 
Po ny y i „„ N 
Perhaps the Hiſtorical part may be counted ſuper- 
ficial, amd Iam content it be ſo; no body can expect 
a ſuccinct Hiſtory of Religion in three Sheets of Paper, 
nor ſhall I, remote as I am from Books; Vauebers, an 
Perſons, enter into Many. 8 gains 09 
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other Hiſtory of theſe Kates but what every Mans 
Memory may reflect on, or by very ſhort reading, be 


informed about. | . „ 

Ihave no room to ſpare for Apologies ; As I in- 
tend no Offence to any one, ſoI hope, no Man will 
take Offence at me, miſconſtrue my Meaning, or cavil 
at Miſtakes in the manner. If they do, if they 
will raiſe Strife from what is deſign'd for Peace, the 
Strife ſhall be theirs, the Peace ſhall be mine; and to 
all falſe or railing Accuſations, Lanſwer in the words 
of the Text, in the 9th. Verſe of the Epiſtle of Jude, 
and no more. F | | 

In the beginning of the Fifteenth Century, this whole 
Iſland was under the intire ablolute Dominion of Po- 
pery; Rulers and People too much united in following 
after Vanity and Idols, and very ſmall faint Gh- 
merings of the Glorious Reſurrection of Truth were 
then only to be ſeen. 

Henry VII. reigning in England, and James IV. in 
Scotland, had nothing in them mclining to an Altera- 
tion of Religion, but ſupinely ſlept - under the in- 
vincible Operation of the Roman Opiat : Prieſt Craft, 
and the Pomp ' of Religion had doz'd Man-kind, and 
that Glorious Light which the Spirit of GOD, by the 
Preaching of the Apoſtles, had ſpread thro the World, 
1cem'd ſo overclonded with the Univerſal Vail of Su- 
perſtition, and vile Traditional Performances, that it 
look'd as if the General Diſpentation was at End, the 
Churchot GOD compleated,and the World given up to 
Original Blindneſs. © 1 . 

I would not be miſunderſtood here, as if there were 
no Appearances in Particular Places and Perſons of a 
true Light; For Gad has never left the Church quite de- 

folate: And I know what has been alledged of the Wal- 
- denſes,  Albigenſes, and other ſuffering Chriſtiaus - 
But I defire to be taken as I mean, that a General and 
dreadful Darkneſs had at that Time overſpread the 
World, all the Potentates of Europe bowed at the F 
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of Baal, and the Romiſh Pontiff executed a Tyran- 
nick Power without Controul, if there were any Pro- 
feſſors of Truth, they behooved to be Confeſſors alſo; 


and what Light appear'd, tho it was received 
with Love, it was @ Gueſt that brought certain 


Death with it----------- : Indeed the wondertulPower of 


the inviſible irreſiſtable Grace of GOD was innothing 
more conſpicuous, than in, furniſhing almoſt all to 
whom he revealed his Truth, with ſuch a Love to it, 
Zeal for it, and Reſolution in it, that Perſecution and 
Martyrdom were but meer Agents in the Propagation 
of Truth; and Sanguis Martyrum was at that time more 
than ever prov'd to be Semen Ecclefis. 


In this ſuffering poſture the Affairs of the Church ſtood 


at the coming of Henry VIII. to the Crown of England, 
the firſt part of hisReign gave little Hopes to any that a 
Reformation could have its Riſe in a Prince who com- 


mitted the Famous Jobn Lambert to the Fire, and appear- 


ed qualified to be the moſt Famous Perſecutor of Gods 
Church that ever was in theW orld, being in his Conduct 
Politick, in his Nature cholerick and cruel, in his Go- 


vernment Tyrannical, and in his Religion nothing at 


all, but what was guided by his Ambition and In- 


tereſt. 1 5 
But behold how the Divine Power is magnified, in 


making his Enemies deſtroy themſelves; Pride, Am- 
bition, Covetouſneſs, and the Wrath of Man in this 
day, brought to paſs the Glorious and determined Deſigns 
of God, and the Conſuſions aud Extravagancies ot the 
World aſſiſted to open the Eyes of ſuch whoſe Hearts 
God at the ſame time had touch't with His Grace; and 


'now the Great Light of Truth began to break out be- 


tween the Clouds, and by wonderful and various Rays 
of Providence;too long to relate, All the Miſts of Dark- 
neſs, Ignorance and Superſtition fled away, and Truth 
in its NativeLuſtre ſhone over theſe Parts of the World. 

For now Luther had broke in upon Error in Germa- 


* like a Torrent the Kings of the Earth began tohate 


421 Fs the 


„c — a — 


#, y * 
. K 
DO a 9293 « "4 
- 
—_— 1 . 


— 
: ® ; . _ 
a — 2 — 
89 * _ « - = 
®. OS - - 
<>» - — 2 
: —— 
— — a my — - wn; _ — 
Fg nes” £5 — DT : , N 
— 
. DDr = 
Sa > * 
— — — — —— — 
o 


"= 
1 
3 
. 


— 
1 
— 


= 
— 


- — 
— . . 


_ — — 
— — ———— 


Be Whore ; and all the Northern Part of Europe fell off 
rom Idolatry, both Princes and People.. 
The various Turns in England under Heury VIII. a- 
bout the Article ot Divorce, the Regale, and other things, 
widned 2 Breach between him and the Pope , 
and thofe lucid Intervals gave. ſuch breathings to the 
Reformed Religion, that it advanc't exceedingly, till 
. even in his Reign, it crept into, firſt his Cabinet, and 
. | then his bed. > 2% x en | 
' | In this Criſi:, he ſtrook the two great Preliminary 
5 Strokes at the Root of Popery, in which, tho I- ſee no 
Ground to ſuggeft, he had any Religious aim, yet Pro- 
"oh vidence, who acted him as the Inſtrument, without 
24 giving him the Principle, brought to paſs the nd by the 
j involuntary Agency of what Means he thought fit. 
2 . ' Theſe two Blows at Popery, which I call prelimina- 
* rys, were caſting off the Popes Supremacy, and over- 
turning theſe Seminaries of Filthineſs and Superſtition, 
the Abbeys and Monaſteries. n 
And here any Body may ſee the reaſon of my 
pong thus far back in this Account, and which per- f 
aps they might begin to think impertinent to me 
. But the Cale is this, Had King Henry's Zeal 
een for Retormation indeed, or rather had he not 
been acted by Pride in one, and Avarice in the other, 
that Step had been taken another way, which if it had, 
the Snares - that have tollow'd, had been perhaps pre- 
vented. I explain my ſelf thus. 
Had Heyy VIII. been Enlightned by a true Know- 
ledge, in proportion to his Cirèumſtance, had his Fury 
been aReligiousZeal had he been acted by the Chri- 
ſtian, not the Monarch, when he' pull'd down the Su- 
premacy of the Pope, he had erected the true Goſpel 
Supremacy of Chriſt Jeſus, and in this unhappy Mi- 
ſtake, has been found all the brooding Snakes of Eccle- 
ſiaſtick Tyranny, which this part of the World has been 
plagued V 9 0 
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at it another way yet plainer, I hope I ſhall 
the Tautology. ; Fo e — 1 . Henry ; 
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Benq VIII, A meer Irn a Man of no Religion 
in his inſide, and but very little in the out ſide; for 
the Tyrant was too rampant in him, to ſuffer him to 
be a Hypocrite, when he pull d down the Supremacy 

of the Pope, immediately ſet up his own ; this was: 


I ſay, only dethroning one Devil to ſet up another; 


however, the Church was yet Popiſh, the Reformation 
young, and the Heads of the Reforniers were glad to 

ay hold of this Handle to pull down what they really 
ſtruggled with, as Tyrannical ; not toreſeeing 
that the Tyranny ſtill remained, tho the Maſters 
were chang d, or that this Monſter call'd the temporal 
Supremacy, was big with future Miſchiefs, which ge- 
neratingfrom one another, would ſtill bring the Church 
of God into, at leaſt, unſcriptural Bondage. 


But let no Man read this with Prejudice at the Good 


Men who were the Agents, who in the ſimplicity of 
their Souls, did this, and by it laid the Ax effectually 
to the Root of Religious Subjection; and the impious 
Ambition of the Church of Rome: It God Almighty tor 
our Sins, and partly for Puniſhment, ſuffered yet this 
Canaanite to remain in the Powels of the Reformati- 
on, without doubt he had his Livine Euds in it, which 
Iſhall not preſume to enquire into. ; ; 
On this Foundation has however been built, that un- 
happy Structure of Diviſion, which has made ſuch 
Chats in Gods Church, broke in ſo much upon 
our Charity, and yy pon our more perfect Re- 
formation, even to this Day. 1 5 1 
For the Supremacy in Matters Eccleſiaſtical, being 
reſolved in the King, began to produce ſtrange Effects, 


and ſome Martyrs, as they call them, on the Roj 


fide died for denying it, ſuch as Sir Thomas Moor, 
Biſhop Fiſber ind - others as in Brrnets Hiſtory ot the 


Reformation, Fol. 1. may be ſeen at large. 
I ſhall touch at ſome of the Evils, that ſetting this 


Dignity on the head of the I emporal Frince brough? | 


Wit 


with it, and theſe Wt. ah Firf, That in Matters 
different in themſelves, the Command of the Civil 
Magiſtrate, Las Power to determine us, and make 
thoſe indifferent things neceſſary, and hereon is built 
all our Ceremonial, that has ſince cauſed ſuch Diviſi- 
on in the Proteſtant Churches here. And, Secondly, 
This I give as the Reaſon, or rather the Occaſion, that 
our Engliſb Church reformed into Epiſcopacy, and a 
Pompous Hierarchy,” rather than a Calviniſtical Pa- 
„e ro neg , Nate: 4 - 
. This is what we mean by the Regale, which of 
courſe brought the Pontificate along with it, and in 
this Scotland had the Advantage of England, for that 
the Reformation in Scotland being not in the Direction 
of the Prince, but rather in Oppoſition to theRegent the 
Queen Mother, the Pomp, the Magnificence, and the 
outſide of the Matter loſt all the Reverence it had in 
the Court of Princes, where it ſeem'd to be Carreſs't 
from ſome ſuitableneſs between them in Matters of 
Dominion. 4 5 N 
* *Tis true, Queen Mary refign'd this Authority to the 
Pope, and Queen Elizabeth was not very haſty in re- 
ſuming it again, as tis plain from Burners Hiſtory of 
the Reformation. r 
Ihe church of England, tho firſtReform' c, being under 
the Reign of a Voung King, he was eaſily prevail d with 
to form the Model of Church Government in this man · 
ner, as having his Eye more at the main Point, vixz. 
The rooting out of Idolatry and Superſtition, but had 
not yet had the Epiſcopal Hierarchy debated, or its 
dcriptural Authority call'd-in Queſtion. 


90 4 


to Queen Elizabeth, ſhe rather went back in the 
Reformation of Ceremonies, than foreward in deſtroy- 


1 


ing them; for which two Reaſons are alſign d by the 


- 


Writers of that Age. ts 

| 4 Policy, That by the preſerving ſome ſimilitnde 
to the old Rites, ſhe might, if poſſible, bring the Papiſts 
to comply with her way, and fo prevent a deny 
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Religion. 

In King James the firſt, a new and unheard of Do- 
 Erine ſtarted into the World, found firſt in the Heads of 
his Flatterers, That Kings were immediatly clothed with 
their Power from above, that they Governed Jure Di- 
vi no, and conſequently muſt be obeyed as Gods Ordi- 
nance, and without any Controul. | 

I ſhall not run into the dark Particulars of that 
wretched Doctrine, nor the Miſchicts it brought upon 
both Nations; but having aiign'd the proper Original, 
both of Prelacy and Ceremonies, the two great things 
now debatcd., I ſhall proceed to examine what has been 

the Conſequence of theſe things in theſe Kingdoms. 

And Firſt, I muſt own they brought immediat Con- 

tention. into the Reformed Churches, and afterwards 


all the Diviſions, Sciuſms ſome call them, and Debates 


that have been in the World, ſince their Foundation. 

There were indeed early Differences in the Retor- 
med Churches in England, and Biſhop Hooper, and 
Biſhop Ridly contended a little too warmly on both 
ſides, till Affliction and Suffering taught both of them 
more Charity ; and when they came both to die for the 
Eſſentials of Religion, it taught them to own, the Root 
of Religion might be ſound, where the Bloſſom had 
not the ſame flagrance; that the Faith, Hope, Love, 
and other Chriſtian Graces might be preſerved, where 
they differed in the ( ircumſtances. 

However, I believe no man will Diſpute with me, 
that the very Biſhops themſelves in thoſe Times 
were Good Men; of Holy and Blameleſs Lives, 
ſound and wholſome Doctrine; conſtant and Labo- 
rious in Preaching, of firm and unſhaken Faith, of 
invincible Portitude in the Cauſe of Chriſt, and ſealed 
the Reformation with their Blood; and tho J am as far 


fromEpiſcopacy in my Opinion as. any man in Scotland, 


yet 


e, , A , e 
2 Her natural Gayneſs of Temper, which enclin d 
her to be much in Love with the Pomp and Shows of 
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vet 1 muſt do Juſtice; theſe © were Biſhops, of whom 
* "ve, op pa Len Beate Philpot, paſt the Fiery Trial, 
3 own their Lives in the Glorious Cauſe of Re- 
gion. | | FILES 
' Theſe were not dumb Dogs, but Zealous Teachers 
of the Good People, and having taught Chriſt firſt, they 
died for him afterwards: A thing eaſier to talk of 
than to do. . e 
In Queen EHlizabeth's Time, the Regale and Pontificer 
continuing ſtill in the Church, Biſhops and Ceremonies, 
reſerv'd their Legal Sanction or Confirmation rather;but 
as the World began to encreaſe in knowledge, aud Light 
ſpread it ſelf further than uſual; ſo People began to 
be much out of Love with the Pomp of Service, as with 
a thing remote from the true Inſtitution of the Goſpel; 
and tho ſeveral Acts of Parliament were made againſt | 
them, yet their Number increaſed every Day; the 
Queen indeed praceeded very ſeyerely with them, to 
reclaim them: And King Fames, tho bred up under 
another kind of Church Government himſelf, carryed it 
yet higher. | | e Ig 

But as force never yet could be effectual over 9 
on; fo all theſe Proceedings ſerv'd but to make the 
perſecuted People encreaſe, f 
TheirOriginal, and I muſt on, I think a moſt juſt Ob- 
jection was, that the Church required a yet farther Refor- 
mation, that it was their Duty to ſerve God in the way 
which was moſt agreeable to the Scriptures, and they 
having diſliked ſeveral. things in the Ceremonies and 
Liturgy of the Church of England, preſſed for a greater 
Purity of Worſhip ; Hence they were called PURI: 
TANS. | ; 

The Holineſs aad Blameleſsneſs of their Liyes, the 
inoffenſiveneſs of their Behaviour to all Perſons, and the 
General Character they had, was ſuch, that the 
Name firſt given them in Derifion, was afterwards in 
great Honour, both at home, and eſpecially among 
the Proteſtant Churches Abroad; and ' Eraſmus, who 


was in England at that time, and converſt with them; 
gave his Opinion of them in this noble Expreſſion, 
dit anima mea cum Puritannis Anglicanis. *' ' * 
Yet even theſe Puritans, than whom Europe never 
ſhew'd betterChriſtians,remain'd in the Communion of 
the Churrch of England, and in Subjection to Epriſcopacy. 
The Reaſon they gave for it was, that tho they 
could not join in many things of their Worſhip, yet they 
thought it their Duty not to ſeparate, and make a 
Breach or Schiſm in the Church. | | 
N Note, for I deſire to be rightly underſtood, I do 
not ſay it was their Duty not to ſeparate, but they 
were convinc't of its being their Duty, and fo it 
might become a Duty to them: 


And that it was apparently thus,appear'd afterward, 


even that when their Kings put that abominable Book 
of Sports upon them, for which all the moſt Godly and 
Pious Miniſters were deprived ; yet they did not ga- 
ther ſeparate Churches, they went about Preaching, 
Catechizing, and Inftructing Private Families; but 
they neither Baptized nor adminiſtred the Lords 
Supper, but their People Conform'd in that to the e- 
ſtabliſn't Church. . 
If tis enquir'd why I obſerve this, tis becauſe, 
1. I would note with what Force and uiwillingneſs 
the Diſlenters in England have been driven to 
be Diſſenters, and as it were, thruſt out of the 
Church. 155 2725 


2. Becauſe of alike backwardneſs to ſeparate, which 


appeared at the laſt juncture in 1661, which ſome 
Cenſure the Diſſenters, I think too ſeverely for. 

But to return to the Puritans : - | 

The Government being reſolved to puſh them upon 
all extremities, and pn every thing upon them that 
they knew they would not complywith,an Opportuni- 
ty offered to try whether it was meerly for the ſake 
of Perſecution and Oppreſſion, that they were no 


ce 


uſed, or whether being 
General Abſence would ha' been grateful to them. 
- For the gen ny a Flanting in the North part 


of America, called New England, happening about this 


time, they Petition King James for Leave to go over 
and plant themſelves there-----, which not to enter 
here into the Circumſtances of their Addreſs, or its Re- 


ception, tho the Hiſtory of it is very diverting, was 
\ . 


granted them. 1 1 
Immediately the whole Kingdom was in motion, 
and nothing was to be ſeen, but hiring Ships, packin 
up Goods, ſelling Eſtates, Jewels, Houthold Stuff, 
and Equippages,as if the whole Nation was going to 
tranſplant. | 8 
I he firſt Families that went, met with Terrible ſe- 
verity in ( old, Famine, and Want of all things, particu- 
larly of Habitations in a barren uncultivated Wilder- 
neſs; but what will not People ſuffer for the Liberty of 
their Conſciences? not diſcouraged by the Diſtreſſes they 


went thro', they went on, and were followed by ſuch 


- Multitndes, and with ſuch Wealth, that if I remember 
right above 190co People were found to havegoneover 
in a very few Years;and ſo generallywere they bent u- 

n it, that the Council had it ſeveral times under de- 
bate to ſtop them. | 

But King James dying, and the Confuſions of the 
next Reign coming on, the Civil Wars broke out, 
and the Power of the Parliament prevailing,the Princi- 
ple before mentioned, of Purity in Worſhip, obtained 
on the Nation, Epiſcopacy was wholly ſuppreſt, and a 
New form of Church Government erected. -— 


This not only eſtabliſh't Liberty to all the Puritans, | 


and put a ſtop to their flying Abroad, but the Scriptures 
with the Pattern of the Primitive Churches, being the 
Rule of their Eſtabliſhment, a General Aſſembly of 
Divines was call'd, who ſat at Veſtminſter , what 
their proceedings were, how they entertain'd a Bro- 
therly Correſpondence with the Aſſembly in this Coun- 


trey 


EL 


really bald ef then, dir 
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1 ; | 
trey, how they PPB 4 divided again into different 
Opinions, the Conteſts about the us Drvimum of 
Church Government, and of their manner in particu- 

lar; theſe are things too long to enter upon here, and 
ſomething Foreign tomy Purpoſe alſo. - 
But to come as faſt as poſſible to the preſent Times, 
at the Reſtoration of the Monarchy in King Charles II. 
this whole Fabrick , ſo it ſeem'd good to the Almigh- 
| ty, fell at once, and theEpiſcopal Hierarchy, Liturgy, 
Ceremomes, Fc. were reſtored: 
] The King, whether ſincerely deſirous to unite his 
| Subjects, it pollible, or not, is needleſs to determine 
| here, the Conſequence beſt explain d his Meaning; but 
| however, in pretence and outſide hecalled it, appoints . 
a Conterence at the Savoy, and granted a Commiſhon 
to certain on both ſides, to treat of an Accommodati- 
on of Differences. | | * 
The Miniſters gladly accept of this Conference, and 
| principally being made to believe that Conceſſions be- 
| ang made on their fide, like Conceſſions would be made 
, on the other, and it might. be poſſible to prevent a 
| Breach in the whole. 
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They then had ſeveral Meetings among themſelves, 
to conlider how far they might comply, and as tiey 
all thought it their Duty to go as far as poſſible - 80 
the Latitude of ſome People went farther than others. 
| I ſhall not Juſtifie or condemn here, it is not my 
preſent Buſineſs ; I ſhall readily own ſome Men went 

— than any Body of the Diſſenters in England 
| would go now, and fartherthan they themſelves would | 
| ever after have gone again. | LADIES © || | 

They offered to ſubmit to a Superintendeney ; or 10 
call it what you will, a moderate Epiſcopacy, and I | 
ſhall not diſpute with any Man, whether they did not 
offer to golngher than is conſiſtent with a Presbyterian 
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They {aw that whole Body going to be rent in Pieces; 
they {ay themſelves going to be depri v d of their Mi- 


25 


* 
| n = b —— 


F 

a ˙ ö ER WO $$ TINe 
niſterial Function, and rendred uncapable of doing the 
Good they were dedicated to, and they thought it their 
Duty to go as far as poſſible to avoid the greater Evils 
they ſaw before them, to themſelves, the Church of 
God, and the Power of Religion in general. 935 
Let thoſe that pleaſe to condemn. their Latitude, 
take it in what Senſe they think fit; Ireadily grant a 
that is Matter of Fact in their Concetlion, 2 which 
Mr. Baxter has at large given an account of in the Hi - 
ſtory of his Life. 12” 2 Un | 

I ſhall not examine how far the preſent Body of the 
Diſſenters are affected by it, or are to be cenſur d for it, 
or are any way concern'd in it, and I wave it here for 
that Reaſon. 


The Conceſſions of the Diſſenters being delivered in, 
the King told them, He was well pleaſed they agreed to 
the Eſſence of Epiſcopac and renew ed his A ee 
to them ofhis earne Deſire of an Accommodation. 
What the Treatment they met with from the Church 
Party upon theſe Conceſſions was, is very remarkable, 
and 0 = it out of any bodys thought ever to ap- 

prehend a Conjunction. | F 
Their onceſſions being rejected, the Miniſters were 
immediatly put to the Teſt of their Fidelity, and tis 
remarkable; that of all theſe that offered their Con- 
ceſſions, very few, if any, conform'd; above 3000 of 
the beſt, moſt Learned, and Pious of the Miniſters, | 
and who enjoy'd the largeſt Benefices rejected the Of- | 
fers of Biſhopricks and Preferment, and. quitted their 
Livings ; becauſe they could not comply... . | 
And thus the Epiſcopal Hierarchy was again re-eſta- 
bliſhed in England, ſeveral Perſecutions of the Dif- 
ſenters followed in the times of King Charles II. the Ri- 
gour and Cruelty of which are ſtanding Teſtimonies 
that they 'are very far from being Epiſcopally enclin- 
Several Acts of Parliament have been ſince made 
to render them as uneaſy as poſſible, as the Act of uni- 
21 270 formity, 


n 
— 


formity, I mean the Amendments to it, thè five Mile 


Act, the er caters Oath, the Bacramental Teſt, and 


others. | | 

But the Gentlemen on that ſide have ſeen their Er- 
ror, and even theſe we call High-Church Men, are now 
Hrewardeſt to make Conceſſions to the Diſſenters, in 


order to bring them in to the Church, what their 


Deſign is, he muſt be blinder than I will ſappoſe any 
of my Readers to be, that does not fee; but they do 


the Diſſenters this Service in it, to teſtifie for them, that 


no Conceſſions will now bring them in, but ſuch as ſhall 
bring the Worſhip andDiſcipline of the Church dowa to 
the Teſt of the Scriptures-----, and this farther clears 
them of all Suſpicion of being Epiſeopally inclin'd. 
And thus I have brought the Church of Przland part 


Charles IL 


At his Death the Succeſſor was a Papiſt, and the firſt 
Step he took, was to face about to the Diſſenters, and 
by the Gloſs of Charity, and General Juſtice, court 
them to his Party, giving them Liberty, but on 
the foot of his Prerogative, not the Laws, to draw 


them into the Snares, of, at leaſt, a tacit Acknowledg- _ 
ing his Right to do ſo, 


TheGenerality of the Diſſtnters ſaw the hook thro? 
this Bait, and tho they accepted their Liberty, and 
carryed it dutifully to their Sovereign; yet they pro- 
feſſed their Diſſatisfaction at having it given in anun- 
parliamentary manner. | 


Upon which theſe Famous Lines were made which 


every Body had in their Prints and Difcourſe. 


* 


The Declatation's but a Trojan Horſe, 
the Form's illegal, and the Matter's worſe. 


Some indeed were drawn into the Snares of Addreſ- 
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of this Diſcourſe down to the latter Timès of King 
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fing, tho they were generally Oppoſed by the beſt and 
greateſt part of the Diſſenters, and thoſe that did it, 


thank't 
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{hin unde t him for the Liberty indeed, yet were ignorant 
th 


e 1 


( 16. ) 


in the Deſign, and unbelieving in the Conſe - 
quences, as appear d in that as ſoon as their Eyes were 
opened, they ed back, and teſtified their Concern 
tor having been drawn in ſo far, of which preſenthy. 


This alſo farther appear d in that, when the King, 


who thought he had gain'd one Point, was for paring | 


I I come now to theReformation 


* 
: 
= 
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at another, viz. the taking off the Penal Laws and Te 
the Diilenters, tho they had: ſuffered ſo deeply, and 
theſe Penal Laws were both wicked in their Nature, 


aud particularl ted at them; yet they generally 
jetted it, an & lared they had rather be oppreſt by 
the Church of E. than have both the Church of Exg- 
land and themſelves too, torn to Pieces by con 3 ot 
thoſe Laws invaded by the diſpenſing Power of the 
Prince; nor could all King James his Booted Apoftles 
bring them off from this. 5 TI ak 
In the Senſe of this the Church of England, and the 
iſſenters madethat famous Capitulation, on which the 
viting over the Prince of Orange, afterwards the Glo- 

rious Reſtorer of Britains Liberty was built, and which 
is expreſt in the Eighth Article of the Memorial to that 
Price, on the Perlormance of which Treaty, the E- 
ſtabliſhment of the Church of England, and the Tolle- 
ration of the Diſſenters are equally built, and ſuppor- 
ted by Right, Truth, and Fundamental Law, and thus 
| th {ſtand at this Day, IE) 35 DIRE 
land, which beg ] . _ Eu 1 
and; whic inning later than thatof Euglaud, by a- 
ut twelve Years, and having no Bonds oft '' Tyranny 
upon them, which as Ihave noted,drewEvg/qnd into the 
Snare of the Regale;but their Reformation being made 
by thePeople themſelyves, and Mr. Jun Knox being their 
Calvin, and who ſent or went to Geneva on purpoſe to 
2 Ne — 4 of a National Settlement, 
7 had nothing impoſed upon them, nor any be 
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Settlement of Religion to the Miniſters, they had the 
Miſchiefs England was fallen into by a partial and 
pompous Reformation before their Eyes, and thus they 
reform'd at once into tlie compleat Model, both as 
* toDiſcipline and Worſhip, which we find at this day. 
Nor were they ſo dark in their Forelight, as not 
to expect all the Rage and Oppoſition the Enemies of 
ſuch a Reformation could be guilty of, and to ſecure 
the People therefore as far as polſible in the ſtrict Ad- 
herence to the mighty Work they were engag d in, 
they contrived the moſt Solemn, Awful and Tremen- 
dous Obligation, that T believe, any. Nation ever 
bound themſelves in, ſince the Oath of God, which Mo- 
. e the Children of Iſrael take at Mount Ho- 
This is what they call the National Covenant, in 
which the Peeple bind themſelves and their Poſterity, 
in the moſt ſolemn manner to God Almighty, to ad- 
here to,maintain and defend to the utmoſt of their Pow- 
er the Reformation they had ſettled, the Doctrine, 
Diſcipline and Government, of the Church; as expreſt 
in their C onfefſion of Faith, and ſeveral other Articles 
both of Civil and Eccleſiaſtical Conſtitution therein 
bg ry needleſs, and toq long to be repeated here. 
This Covenant was made firſt in the Lear, 1581 the 
new Reformation being then threatned with many E 
nemies, as well Foreign as Domeſtick-----; and it was 
renewed again, in the Year 1590., 4 
lam far from raiſing the leaſt Scruple at, ot making 
any Reflection upon the Nature, the Cauſe, the Man- 
ner, or Obligation of this Covenant, or any Branch 
of it; they that conſtrue me ſo, do it to cover the 
Shame of the other ill Treatment which I have dayly 
from them. . ee TIS Wan yt,” 
Itrankly own it a ſolemn, and à moſt juſtObligation, 
and declare Inever meant inan thing I faidjor printed 
lie leaſt Reflection againſt i, and *tis yery juſt 2 . 
4, | | _ have 


| have the explaining my own Words. 


If whatfl have ſaid any where, gives a ſeeming Re- 
Hection, I ſhould be very ſorry, for the ſake of them 
that may ignorantly miſtake me; as for thoſe that 
maliciouſly and wilfully miſtake me, they are worth 
no Honeſt Mans Notice, nor is it on their accountin 
the leaſt, that I take notic eof it here; but to diſabuſe 
thoſe who areimpoled upon by ſuch. C 
I freely recognize the National Covenant, and what 
I ſaid in the fixth Eſſay of our Fathers, eating theſe 
ſowre Grapes, and us their Children's Teeth ſet on 
edge by them. I wonder any Man ſhould be ſo unjuſt 
as to turn my words toa e, Os the Covenant 
is 4 ſowre Grape that ſets theChi Teeth onEdge. 
I therefore declare it to be only brought as anAlluſion to 
thoſe People who load themſelves with more Obligati- 
ons in their Notions of the. Covenant, than the Cove- 
nant really impoſes upon them------, and the Senſe of 
the place in which tis brought, will allow me this to 
any impartial Perſon. | 8 
I was proving that the National Covenant is not at 
all concern'd in the Union; I acknowledge firſt, that 
the Covenant is binding to Poſterity, and I add, that 
for Argument ſake, I'll grant; whetber I believe it or 


no, it has all that Obligation they alledge, let tbat be 


wbat it will, ſignifying thereby, they do reckon 


greater Obligations than really are in the Cove- 
pant, and this I call eating ſowre Grapes, 6:b. Eſſay, 
P. 20. and this I leave to any impartial Cenſure. 
If this be not Satisſaction to any Honeſt Man, that I 
have not the leaſt Diſreſpect for the National Cove- 
nant, 1 ſhall on any Reaſonable Sentence of indiffe- 
rent Judges, make ſuch more ſolemn Declaration 
Acknowledgment as they can deſire. | 


But to go on with my Hiftory of the Reformation in 


0 


| Fee there werde nome nr in it from what 
| n in z for here it was made perfectly, 
without the Aſa 


nee, and contrary to the Intention ol 
| | | | waa Wa the 
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the Sovereign , and the Regale therefore. found no 
body to eſpouſe it, but the Reformers had opportuni- 
ty to make their Model as compleat as they could. 
Iknow it has been objected, that inthe Infancy of the 
Reformation, they found the very Eſſence of Epifcopa- 
cy. neceſlary, and that was in the Superintendents na- 
med in theChurch Foltcy, one of the firſt Inſtruments of 
Tettlement deviſed for their Church, the Model of which 
had bee brought from Geneva by Mr. Jobn Knox, and 
ſome have raiſed Pleas from Ke tor the Prelatick 
Power, as the moſt Original Inſtitution, and the like 
of the Common Prayers: N NT 

But the Biſhops would be ill pleaſed to be 
no other kind of Biſhops than thoſe were, who tho they 
had a Dioceſs indeed, yet were ſubject to be depoſed 
by the ordinary Miniſters of their own Bounds; and 
45 I do not bring this to juſtify Prelacy, bat to 
relate as near as I can, the Fatt as it lies, the Uſe 
of it ſhall appear preſently, +. 
The Superintendents indeed had their Dioceſſes pre- 
ſcribed, and tis call d by that very name, and they had 

power to plant Miniſters, ſettle Churches, and do ſe- 
veral things, which at that time could not be done 
without them; but I muſt always inſiſt upon their ſub- 
econ as a Clanſe that Chocks all the Efforts. to prove 

firſt Reformation Epiſcopal. . 
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However, they were Superintendents; and. there- 


fare ſome kind of Superintendency may not be incon- 
iſtent with Presbyterian Parity, and thats all the uſe 


I ſhall make of it. Je ee 
I find another inſtance of this, which ſerves the pre- 
it Occaſion, and that is a Letter written in the 
Cear |, from the Aſſembly of the Church of Scots 
Jand, to the Biſhops in England, and, in a differing 
Stile from what we write here now; the letter begins 
ghus. RIOTS IF 


% EOL OD: {6-5 AAR N 
* The Superintendents, Miniſters and conmmſioners of 
te Church within th Realm of Scotland zo their 
a B 2 Bretbren 
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abated reruns 


= eters tbe Biſhops and Paſtors 5 in England, wh; | * 
babe renounced the Roman Antichriſt, and have | * 
ed with us the Lord Jeſus. | 5 | ; 


B 15 being very remarkable, ant wort: | 


notin . 
ett tf the Church of Scorland eſteem'd, even "A. # 
"* Biſhops and Paſtors in thoſe days, as Brethren pro- 1 
feiling with them the Lord Jeſis, a quite different 
Language from thoſe who ſtile them Dumb Doge, 1 
poor Rogues, &c. Indecencys, which muſt be of. 
tenſive to modeſt Ears, were the calc much worle ſt 1 7 
than it is. 1 
2 8015 Church * Scorlond was as fir from owning # 
iſcopacy it ſelf then as now, and in the very 
Letter, they exclaim againſt the Pomp and 
Geremonies of Worſhip ; but it did not at all, 
| break off their Charity from the Perſons of th: 
Biſhops and Paſtors, whom they till call'd Bre. 
thren,and ond they profeſst with them the Lord | % 
. Ale. 1 of Brethren was wof Juſt, for 
that 155 
Biſhops in thoſe days, tho Prelats, veſted with Civil | 
Power, wearing the Habit, and every way practiſing 
their Church Power as now, 4 were Holy and worth7 5 
Chriſtians, and of the ſame Claſs with Ger, Ridly, 3 
Latimer, Farrar, and Bleſſed Hooper, who all of them 
ſealed the Reformed Religion with their Blood, and 1 
durſt to the Stake; and the Flames in ae anf 
the true Proteſtant Faith, againſt that Raman An. 


chriſt here mentioned. 
_ 1 


Let no Man ſuſpect me here of favouringEpiſ 
for tho of lateYears,the very Men have been a' Sca 


to the Officezyet I profeſs were the BiſhopsNow all Hoo-| 


pers and ranmereʒ l could not agree to their Church G- 
vernment: However, I cannot call it a da Er- 
ror; certainly a Biſh m goto Heaven, or elſe out 
* for the tn Jam j 

therefore} 
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1 
alone, ſo far, I mean as reſpects. 
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5 =& . therefore for letting them vp 
Civil Treatment, and fair Uſage ; tis enough the | | 
Church ot Scorland is fenced againſt them by Law, and | 
„ che Debt of common Civility is due to all the World. 1 | 
o-. In like manner we find the Church of Scotland uſing 4 
nt 2 Liturgy in former Times, I ſhall not infer that 4 

Yo 


„e ought to be diſtruſted on that Score, as likely to re- 
as Japfe to it. 
ſe But this I ſhall obſerve, that Liturgies unimpoſed, 
have always been in uſe in the Church, even from the 
1 frſt 300. Years, and therefore are not ſo Frighttul as 
18 ſome people make them, and the Directory is a Li- 
nd furgy in its kind; all the Retormed Churches have Li- 
al turgies, and all that could be deſired in that cafe, by 
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bel the Diſſenters in 1661 was, 1. That they be reformed. 
e. And, 24h). That they be not impoſed. | 
148 Ib prove that a Liturgy and Common Prayer were Ve 
| uſedin Scotland, take the following Inſtances. | 
rl I. In the Church Policy mentioned before, we have * 
cheſe words, In great Towns, we think it expedient, wa 
n bar every day there be either Sermon or Common Prayer. wn 
ne And again, Or the day of the Publick Sermon, we do not 3 
by r binł tbe Common Prayer needful to be uſed, $0 
5, „ 25 In the Directory for the publick Worſhip in Scot- | 


and, we have this Introduction or Preface; 


14 i 1 In the * of this Bleſſed Reformation, g 
ne (af our wiſe and Pious Anceſtors took care to ſet 110 
22.10 forth an Order for redreſs of many things, 1 
= * which they then, by the word, diſcovered to be 1 
FF. *f* vain,erroneousSuperſtitions andIdolatrous in the 11 
15 Bi 7 publick Worſhip of God----, This occaſioned many | 
= * Godly and Learned Men to rejoice much in the Boot | | 
-- of Common Prayer at that time ſet — W 
= The Summ of all this is, not at all to fayour 1 8 1 
ur ©Ppacy orLiturgy in their Attempts to be either juſtified [1 
mdr reſtored inBrizainlet noMan miſtake me, but to doJu- ill 
re ice againſt furiousCenſurers,who at the ſame time, that 1 
che Nations profeſſing both ſorts, are going to unite, = 
"0.4 endea- - , | 
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Cenſured for offers of Complyance with them, and 


this J profeſs to be ſingle Reaſon for giving theſe 9 


Inſtances ; as for thoſe who will have me mean what J 
never intend, I leave them to their own ways, and 
contemn their want of Candour. N 3 


' "Tis enough the Church of Scorland is reform'd from 


this, all the burthens of Ceremony, Forms and Hie- 


rarchys are taken away, and Purity in both Worſhip | 
and Diſcipline obtained; but there is a hriſtian Tem- 


per and Charity towards the Church of England certain- 
y due, who, tho not ſo far reformed, are yet our Bre 
thren, and of whom we yet hope, and ought to pray 
that they ſhall one day be eff=Guall Ifamin ated ; 
this Temper and Charity, I hope, ſhall now encreaſe 
on an Union, and that all the Contention ſhall be to 
out-preach, out-live, and out- practiſe one another, e- 
mulating, and thereby provoking one another to Love 
and to Good Works. NY 


Four to repreſent them as meer Popery or Heathen- | b 
ilm, that the Diſſenters in England may be the eaſier || 
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But to go back to the Church of Scotland, the ſere- 


ral Convulſions ſhe has felt by theInterpoſition of Ty 9 
0 


ranny, Conqueſt, and ſometimes Epiſcopacy, are to 
ſeen at large in the Hiſtorys of both Kingdoms, and 1 

Mall not enter upon them. Nog 
The Perſecutions of the Honeſt ſuffering Inhabitants 
are a melanchollyTeſtimony of the Aſſaults the Devil 
and his Agents have made upon the Reformation here, 


the Courage, Conſtancy, aud vigorous Oppofition of 


the Zealous Confeſſors of Chriſt and his Church in this 
Nation deſerve a betterHiſtorian, and one leſs a Stran- 
er to Scotland than I am, to record, and call for more 
eiſure, and more room than I have in this ſmall Tract, 


aud I therefore leave them with this Remark, That no 
Nation in the World has with more Zeal and Fidelity | 


oppoſed all the Impoſitions, Innovations and Barba- 


rities of the Enemies of Truth, than this Nation, and 3 
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P 
Under theſe ſuffering Circumſtances, they contirned, 


with ſome ſhort Intervals, till their being incorporated 


with England in the time of Oliver Crommel, when tho 
they ſeemed to be under a Military Government; yet 


they had their Repreſentatives iu Parliament, were 


Taxed but in Proportion to the Repreſentative; and as 
I am inform'd here, their Subjection, ſuch as it was, 
was attended with an Encreaſe of Wealth, Trade aud 
Property. 

At the Reſtoration, they had Epiſcopacy, Tyranny 
and Superſtition reftored juſt as in England; Mini- 
ſters that could not conform, turn'd out, ſilenced, per- 


ſecuted, fin'd, baniſhed, impriſoned mutaris miandss, 


juſt as in ugland, except only that their Cruelties 
_ Inhumanities here went farther than they did 
there. 

Thus they continued till the Revolution, at the 
happy coming of the Great Deliverer of the whole 
Iſland, King William; when Tyranny fled, and Guilt 
drew in her bluſhing Countenance ; Law, Truth, 
Juſtice and Liberty reviving, the (hurch of Scazland 
obtained a Reſurrection from a Hundred Years of Mi- 
ſery, Uncertainty, and Diſtreſs. 

Then Epiſcopay again vaniſh't in Its turn, and its 
Elder Siſter Tyranny, abdicated with her; the Presby- 
terian Government of the Church was reſtored to its 
Primitive Freedom, and to the full Exerciſe and Ex- 
tent of all its Legal Rights, as it is this day, and thus 
far relates to the Hiſtory of both Churches. 

I come Now to the Diſſenters in Exgland, as the 
third ( lafG of People, I am to enter upon. 


Of the Diſſenters in England. 


F left them ejefted, contemn'd, perſecuted, and op- 

it during the Reign of the late King Charles, wheed- 

ed and amuſed, under his Brother King James, * 
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and tolerated under King William, and yet farther ſe- 
cured of that Liberty, tho under feveral Invaſions, by 
the Vigilance of the Honſe of Lords, and the Honour, Ju- 
ſtice and ſpecial Favour of her preſent . Majeſty, whoſe 
Concern ior them, Clemency and Juftice to them, and 
”  - free Adherence to their compleat Toleration, I hope 
8 they wlll never forget. WS. 
Here deſire to ſpeak ſomething to the Matter of 
diſlenting fromthe Church of Exgland in general, and 
then to the Endeavours of Reconciliation on hoth ſides; 
and I hope that true ſtating the Matter of Fact, will 
clearup all the Doubts People may entertain on both 
ſides without invectives, perſonal Reproaches, Railery, 
or ill Treatment of the Parties, with which I ſhall no 
ways Concern my ſelf. | 8 1 
I have deduc't the Diſſenters from the Church of 
England, from them they came out, the Reaſon of 
their diſſenting, I have confin'd to one Main Head, 
viz. Purity of M orſbip, which was the firſt; ſubſequent 
Scruples followed indeed, which were levelled at, | 
what I call the Regale and Pontificate, the Supremacy 
of Civil Power, aud the Eccleſiaſtical Hierarchy. | 
- Theſe drove them out of the Church, and zhbeſe only; 
for as to Doctrinal Articles, they areallow'd to be Or- | 
thodox, and all the Diſſenters . frankly ſubſcribe them, | 
the Quakers excepted, and the laſt Clauſe of the 277. | 
Article to the Anabaptiſts. | | 
It being ohjected by ſome, That Offers bade been 
wade by the Diſcenters 10 come into the Church, I deſire 
to ſpeak directly to it, only to premiſe ſomething | 
which I think neceſſary in this place, relating to the | 
church of England her ſelf. WES 
I. The Diſſenters, in their ſeparating from the Church — | 
of England; do by no means diſown her being a true 
Church, they charge her with no Dottrinal Error, 
nothingHeretical or Antichriſtian, I mean as 4 Church. | 
2. NoMan can be fo void of Charity as to judge that 


— — 
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a Man adhering to the church of England, and whoſe 

 Conſciencets not fartber enlightned, cannot be ſaved. 
3. No Man then can deny, but that the Diſſentersin 
land would gladly come into the Church of England, 
and become one Body with them again, and ought to 
do ſo, would they abate, alter, or remove all thoſe 
things in which they differ from them, which do not 

appear warranted by the Word of God. | 


his being laid down, it will follow. 5 
1. That a ſimple offer of complying with the Church, 
can be no matter of Charge againſt the Diſſen- 
ters, it the Conditions on which they offer it are 
thus qualified. 8 
2. Thoſe that have offered more, are not to be ju- 
ſtified, nor ſhall not by me; and tboſe that have 
not, ought not to be condemned for the Miſtakes 
of their Brethren, and a juſt Diſtinction ſhall be 
the Work before me. Toba 
I. come then to ſpeak to the Matter of Fact, as ſome 
bave alledged it, that the Piſſenters in England have 
made Offers to conform to the Church of England------; 
I readily grant it is true, and I think I may as readi- 
| ly grant all that has been ſaid upon that Head, which 
F amountsto this, and no more, That ſome of the Diſ- 
F fenting- Miniſters at the Conference at the Savoy, and 
betore at Breda, willing, it poſſible,to avoid a Breach, 
and keep the Office ot their Miniſtry, did offer to 
ſubmit to a moderate Epiſcopacy, or as the King him- 
ſelf call'd it, owned the Eſence of Epiſcopacy. 
_T'lgrant, that the latitude of ſome of their Princi- 
ples, and the particular extenſive Charity of others, and 
the Circumſtances of the whole at that time, carryed 
| them farther than would conſiſt with the Presbyterian 
| Parity now inſiſted. on by both Churches. ot 
Nay, Ill grant more than is asked, and I perceive, 
| Weil than ſome People defire I ſhould grant, viz. That 
they went farther than themſelves, whenthey ſaw far- 
ther into it, would atterwards agree to, and a great 
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deal more than others of their Brethren, even, at that 
time, would comply with. OP 


But 1 make no queſtion to prove here, that there 


can be no juſt Argument drawn from hence, to prove 


that the Diſſenters now in Exgland, ſhould be charged 
with the ſame Complyance, or diſtruſted on the Ac- 


count of what then paſt . But on the contrary, that 
there are very good Demonſtrations to prove 
would by no means comply with any ſuch thing; and 
that the diſſenting in Exgland, and in Scotland, is on the 
ſame Foundation with ane another, and no other. 

The Debate therefore of the Complyance in 1661, I 
take to be at an end here; Becauſe I grant all that can 


be alledged on that bead, I AE ihe nor approve 


the Conceſſions offered, tho at the ſame time the other 
Party alledged they were no Conceſſions at all, but 


what were deſtructive to Epiſcopacy, and, as they 


call'd it, a Plot againſt it. 

I muſt own, I think, That ſuppoſe the Comply- 
ance of thofe Men as ſinful as we pleaſe, they were 
Great and Good Men,they are dead, and gone to their 
Reſt, and their Works follow them; their Labours 
remain ſtanding Monuments ef their Worth and Ex- 
cellence, and ſeem to merit that their Infirmities 
{hould be buried in the Grave with them. 

Let any Miniſter in Britain firſt make it appear, 
that he has been bleſt with being made the Inſtrument 
of the Converſion, reſtoring and comforting as many 
Souls, as Mr. Baxters Call to the Unconverted, his Saints 
everlaſting Reſt, and Mr. Hows Bleſſedneſs of the Righte- 
ous, and he ſhall paſs with me for the greateſt Bleſſiny 
of his kind, that God has left us in this Day. 

Works of this Value deſerve their Savour in the 
Hearts of all good Chriſtians, and if ſome Opinions o 
theſe Men do not agree with ours; yet Charity ought 


to reſtrain our Cenſures of ſuch Men, as God has made 


eminently uſeful in his Church, at leaſt let us abſtract 
the Good, and let the Bad ſleep, that what we Diſlike 
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may not prejudge the Minds of thoſe who may receive 


God from the other. 


This I think is a Cluiſtian way of dealing with 
them, and they that reflect molt upon their own miſcar- 


riages and failings will be apteſt to allow for other 

people, the reſt is all cavil and indecent. . 

' Having yielded thus to the utmoſt, I am nowto 
rove that the Diſſenters in England are not ofthe ſame 

ind now, and would on no account go the ſame 

length, the Conſequence of which will be A A that they 

= notto be Cenſur'd or diſtruſted for what was then 
one. - | 

I confeſs my Abſence from Books and Vouchers in 

England, deprives me of ſome Helps; bat I muſt 


work with ſuch Tools as I have; and tho my perfor- 


mance may not be fo perfect as otherwiſe it would 
be ; yet I hope it ſhall be convincing, and any mode- 
rate Perſon will allow for the Diſadvantage of meer 


Memory. 


Firſt, T have livin Teſtimony now in this place, 
who have heard moſt, if not all the Diſſenting Mini- 
ſters of England that have been here, declare in their 


own Names, and on account of their Brethren in 


England, that it is the general Opinion of the Diſſen- 
ters in England, That it the Church of Eugland would 
abate their whole Liturgy, Habits, Ceremonies, &c. 
yet that they could not conform meerly on account of 
Epi ſcopacy; and if it ſhall be of any weight to add my 
own Teſtimony, I declare I have heard them umver- 


{ally profeſs the ſame thing in England. 


But to come farther, lets take the Teſtimony of their 
Enemies, which is no ill way of coming at a charge ; 


the Author of the Regale and Pontificate, an Eminent | 


Advocate for the Epiſcopal Hierarchy in England, 
charging the Diſſenters with their rejecting all offers of 
Complyance made from the Church, concludes thus, 
"tis impoſſible that any Union can be made between the 
Church and them; becauſe they refuſe the * 
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and PONTIFIEATF and on this he charges them with 
| incurable Schiſm. % | 


The Author of the Wolff ſtript, one of this Countrey 
Men, and a great Schollar, inviting, or rather chal- 
lenging the Diſſenters to the ſtating their Scruples be- 
fore the Convocation, in order to a Reconciliation, has 
theſe words . We ſbould have little Quarrel with 
tbe Diſſenters about all the Objetions they make as to 
Habit, Ceremonies, Liturgy, and even the grand Point of 
Ordination by Presbyters, if it was not for their Schiſm, 
and gathering ſeparate Congregations, in Oppoſition to the 
true Epiſcopal Authority of the Church. SL, 
Here's Liturgy, Ceremonies, Habits, and almoſt e- 
very thing ſacrifiz d to the Diſſenters, BUT EPIS- 
COPACY, and why did they not accept the Chal- 
lenge; but becauſe the Main and Material thing was 
behind, without which there could be no Complyance, 


wiz. Epilcopal Hierarchy. | 


to prove that a Comprehenſion ever its Riſe a- 

among them, or that any Diſſenter ever cloſed with it. 

it I know Biſhop Uſer's Model was the famous Founda- 
fl tion, and ſeveral Diſſenters, I believe, at that time, 

16 might have come into that. | 

But even that Model wag far from 4 Comprebenſion, 

and when ever the Word omprehenſion came to be 

conſidered, and bronght down to the Edge of Prattice, 

: ub 


it was always found mpracticable, and therefore the 


an Union between the Church and the Diſſenters im- 
poſſible ; becauſe the Diſſenters will not come up to E- 
piſtopacſ x. 1 
I know ſome People are fore ward to tell us there ig 
a project in England now, of making Abatements to 
the Diſſenters to bring them in, I ſhall give a ſhort an- 
ſwer to it, if it be to take away the Regale and Fnti- 
fieate, they will accept it, for that is not coming in 
to the Church, but receiving the Church in to us; if it 
be only as formerly, to abate Rigorous Exacting of 
Conformity, I pledge the Value of all I have ſaid u- 
—_—C 7 0 Th. | 
1. That tis a high Church Project. 
2. That the Diffenters reject it. | 
Now, I would fain ask thofe Gentlemen that fear 
the Diſſenters and the Church of England ſhould unite, 
who of the Church, the Diſſenters ſhould be moſt like- 
Iy to join with; be Higllchureh or the Low Church, 
the Low Church- men do not {cek it, for they are wil- 
ling to give the Diſſenters all the Liberty and Tole- 
tation they deſire, knowing they cannot come in; as 


D iſſenters of coming over to them. 
But here's another Queſtion will be harder to decide 
Al; How comes it to paſs, that the High-Church 
Men quarrel the Low-Church-Men on thts Head, and 
charge them with ſhitting the Cauſe of the Schiſm off 
from themſelves, telling, them, they are not fo willing 
to yield in indifferent things to the Diſſenters, as 
they ares to prove this the fame Author quoted before, 
inviting the Diſſenters to offer their Demands to the 
Convocation, and tellingthem indifferent things will be 
given up to them, has theſe words. ge Pays 


And if they will do this, it will ſoon appear whe 


ther the High or Low Church will go fartheſt ta pur- 
* thaſe the deſir d Reconciliation, and which of them 


hin moſt carneſt wiſh for it. Nen 
einne 05 as.) 


be ity 
. 


aforeſaid Author of the egale and Pontificate declares 


to the high Church, Ibelieve no body will ſuſpect the 
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N Next fays the ſame Author, 


| Tee an Alternative, the Low Church are ſuſpected by 
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ſwer'd, III * five Heads which have been offered 


eh rem he 
of #ngland, and the Difſenters, ſhould ſoon; be. one 
united Body, and theſe are long fince made publick 
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Low Church · who make ſuchBoaſts o their Project for 
© Reconciliation, produce the Terms of it, that it may 
appear they were none but indifferent things that were 
to be given up, am let them too, ceaſe their rail- 
ing at the High Church Men for ſuſpecting them. 
* The High Church deſire that they and the Low 
* Ohurch may be tryed by their Actions , thus you 


the High Church of giving up all; or giving up none, 
and Comprehenſions, nm of care all offe- 


red on the High Church Mens fide. 


The Reaſon is plain, they ſee an effectual Gate, 
to the Ruine of the Diſſenters in making Diviſion. a- 
mong them, by yielding in part, but are. mortally 
averſe to giving uy the Subſtantial and effectual Arti- 
cles, which once removed, would bring an Univerſal 
Conjunction. | | un Fmt” $:s 16 
II am ask't here in General, whether we would on 
any terms joyn at all with them. I anſwer. and be- 
lieve all good Chriſtans will anſwer, Tes, with all our 
Hearts-----, and ſo will the Church of Scotland too. 
And as tis natural to {ay in the next Queſtion, What 
are the Conditions, Truely ſuch as on the Foundation 
of which, we would all join with the Papiſts, or any 
Church in the World, and I hope, no body will take 
Offence at the General way of expreſſing it; for tis not 
ſtepping foreward, but receiving thofe that ſtep for: 
ward to us. | g ts erent 


If any Chriftian Church will abate; what is eicher in 


by the Word of God, III readily ſay, we ſhall all join 
with that Church. But to come to Particulars, as this is 
not the firſt time that Queſtion has been ask't aud an- 
to the Church in this Caſe by the Diſſenters, and on 
I believe; the Church of gcorland, the Church 
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in ſeveral TraQs, particularly in an 


Feng | Year 1704. 
1. That as to Liturgies, they may ſuffer ſuch amend- 
ment and Alterations as are juſtifiable by Scrip- 
ture and the Practice of the Primitive Church. 
2. That when they are ſo amended, they may not be 
impoſed, or the Miniſter tyed up, and preſcrib'd 
by the Letter of the Book, but be at liberty to 
enlarge or abridge as his own abilities may ſup- 
- ply, or the Caſe require. Tk 
3. That Ordination of Miniſters be eſtabliſh't in 
the Presbyters, and no re- ordinatiou or unreaſon- 
able Oaths impoſed. | 
4. That Habits and Ceremonies, ſuch as kneeling 
at the Sacrament, bowing at thename of Jeſus, 
the Croſs in Baptiſm, the Surplice, Veſtments, 
and all the reſt, ſcrupled by the Diſſent 


ers, and 


own'd to be indifferent, may be wholly left out, 


of leftat the Diſcretion of the People, as that the 


may not be impoſed upon them without theſe 
Conſent. | 


5. That Church Government be reduced to ſuch a 
pitch of Authority, and veſted in ſuch Perſons as 
may be juſtified by the Scriptures, and no other. 

In all theſe Offers, I do not ſee the leaſt Tendency 

towards a Complyance with any thing, either in Diſ- 
cipline or Worſhip, which the Church of Scotland 
would not agree to, or that can render the Diſſenters 
ſuſpected; I do not ſay theſe are all the things to be in 
ſiſted on, and let no Man take that weak hold by the 
Barrenneſs of Expreſſion to ſuggeſt a corrupt Meaning 
but think there is nothing the Church of England can 
be ask t, but what is contained fairly in theſe Generals. 
On the Conceding therefore theſe five Heads, the 


Diſſenters, yea, and the Church of Scorland too, might 
very caſily doſe with the General Union, and become 


one great Proteſtant, and purely reformed Church, 


On 


for it would be one Presbyterian Church. 


rafts Anfiver to the | 
High Church Challenge printed, in the 


pon the whol the Matter of Fatt I think 1 Plain, 
that amok eee between the Church of Eyg- 
land and the Diſſenters, at this time, is juſt the flies 
as in Scotland, and no other, I mean Church Govern- 
ment, or, in the High Church Language, zbe Regale 


and Pontificate, and all the Difpute in both may be 
faid to turn upon two Points: | 


1. Epiſcopal Hierarc | 
5 The Supremacy wk the Civil Mapiftrate, or his 


Power to Inoaſs Indifterent Things, and thereby to 
make them neceſſary. 

This is the Sum 7 the Matter, and moſt of it lyes in 
WM firſt Head too; For, were the Hierarchy reduced, 

plain, the Church would ſoon give up the reſt - 

1 4s the Author before Quot © na Would 
baue little Deſpute about Habits,” Ceremonies, Liturgies 
and Ordination; They are indeed but the Pomp and 
Jingle of the other, and theScripture Rule would ſoon 
reduce them to Primitive Plainneſs. 

I know the Nicety of the Subject I am writing up- 
on, and the want of Charity with which ſome will 
read, and this forces me to W and other wi ſe 
needleſs Excurſions. _ 

I hope I retain an Air of Inte 1 5 ity in my Meaning, 
and for Miſconſtructions, N wilful ones, Ideſpiſe 
them : I ſee nothing in my Diftourls, that ſhould 
make me be ſuſpected of being Epiſcopally 78 2 d--- 
Tho I cannot be for Sealing all that are of an Epiſcopal 
Church to Reprobation: ------ Nor Treating them as 
Antichriſtian : I believe the Hierarchy Un ſcriptural, 
and enter my publick Proteft againſt both Regale and 
Pontificate. ------ And I think tis is ag her as any 
Chriſtian can be requir'd. ------ But T cannot call the 
Church of England f Antichriftias: becauſe neither Re- 
gale or Aontifoars are Eſſentials of Doctrine, and when 
ever they ſhall be quitted by them, they are from 
that time the fame individual Reform'd en 
73855 with this in Seorland-. 


Some 
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Some have taken pains to prove, that the Diſſenters 
„ I defire to be underſtood of the Diſſenters, 
the Preſbyterian Diſſenters, except where I explain it o- 
rherwayt, declare themſelves now for moderate Epiſ- 
C ------, But this can never be proy'd upon them; 
Nor does Mr. Calamy any where ſuggeſt it, that I re- 
member, if he ſays, No Body Queſtioned the Lawfulneſs 
of it at the Conference at the Savoy, it does not amount 
to 4 Proof, that they allowed the Lawfulneſs of 
it, much leſs that they do ſo nor... 
But then I find tis objected, That they Sign the 
37th Article of the Church of England, which Recog- 
nizes the Regale, or Power of the Civil Authority : 
But he that Quotes the Words of that Article, and 
leaves out the Explanation with which they Sign it, 1 
does not Act the moſt candid part of a Reconciler, 1 
nor Treat them fairly. | PO UAE | 
"Tis known, That the Explication is made 2 of „0 
that Article, and with that Explication the Diſſenters | 
are ſatisfied; and ſatisfied, that they do not own the 
Supremacy of the Civil Power in Eccleſiaſtical Mat- 
ters,farther than all the Proteſtarit Churches in Europe do, 
Again, this cannot be brought as a fingle Argument 
to diſtruſt the Preſbyterian Diſſenters, if iz be any 
Proof at all, tis againſt the whole Body; For even 
& the Anabaptiſts Sign that Article, as well as the Preſby- 4 
terians, and no Man ever ſuſpected them of owning the | 
| premacy. e 


g 275 Aud which is more than all the reſt, the Church 


ber ſelf is come off from the Regale in General, and the | 
Oath of Supremacy formerly impoſed was one of the i 
firſt things left out of the Eng liſ Conſtitution at the Re- 
yolution, the Act for it repealed, and has never been 
Imp N * any Bo- dy ſince. 
t. 


F< think no Complyance cin be charg'd on 
| khe Diſſenters in England upon that Foundation. | 
bi have met with but one thing more, in which the 1 
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is that they ſet. up for a Toleration of Diſſenter: 
ere. 3 

I muſt own, I have not the ſame formidable Opi- 
nion of a Toleration here, as ſome Gentlemen have: 
And as to the Epiſcopal Piſſenters here, I firmly be- 
lieve, *tis the true method to diſſolve and reduce them 
to nothing, of which hereafterr hut bis is nothing to 
the caſe; For I ſee no Proof, that the Diſſenters in Exg- 
laud have, one way or other, concern'd themſelves In 
it: And therefore, if any Man charges them on that 
Head, it ought to be prov'd; For to ſay tis ſo, as 
far as we know,is only to make it appear, we know but 
little or nothing of the Mattern. 
But to offer at ſomething relating to their Principles 

in that caſe, it may be noted, 1. that when Eſſays at 
Univerſal Toleration have been made in England, the 
Diffenters have always oppoſed them; particularly. as 
in taking off the Penal Laws againſt Papiſts, when ey 
choſe rather to bear the Unreafonable Burden of thoſe 
Laws themſelves, than to tolerate what was deſtructive 
to the General Conſtitution of the Proteſtant Religion, 
2. Another later Inſtaice is, in aFamous Letter lately 
written by Mr. Toland to the reſpective Heads of the 
Diſſenters in England, preſſing them to declare their 
Opinions of the Waver Liberty of Chriſtians, and 
the Toleration of all Opinions meerly Religious: The 
Original of which Letter I have here with me, for it 
was never printed, and ſhall freely ſhow to any Body 
that deſires it. RP PIES FI WT A | 3 
Upon this Application, back't with Mr. Stephens 
- and ſeveral others ------ the Diſſenters meeting and 
conſulting about it, unanimouſly reſolved, not to give 
any Anſwer at all to it, or to make any Declaration 
of their Opinion on that Head ------, Now if they 
have thus refuſed to declare their Opinion in England. 
where accepting Toleration themſelves, tis ma like 
Iy they ſhould be for giving it to others, tis very un- 
Likely they ſhould offciouſſy declare themſelves for it 
NNE! 
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in Scotland, where they have nothing at all to do 

with it. | ; 5 1 
However to ſuch Objectors I refer them to my Opi- 

nion of that Matter ſtated in the Preface to Fure Di- 


vino, now to be ſeen in this Town, and which I ſhall 
take the Freedom to appeal to | 

I think theretore they arc free from any of the Re- 

proaches thrown on them on that ſcore. _ EY 

I find but one thing more objected againſt them 

and that 1s about their prompting the Diſpenſing 

Power of the late King in England, by their Addreſſes 

of Thanks for an Illegal Indulgence. JE 7} 

This has been directly antwer'd already, and is 
briefly ſum'd up thus, | | 

Some few Diſſenters did Addraſs and Thank 

the King for their Liberty, which, :b0' I ds 

not, nor ever did approve, becauſe that Liber- 

ty was their Native Right, yet as Ignorance, ö 

Good Manners, and Willingneſs tom ultivate : 

the Benefit which. they had many Ages . 

mourn'd for want of, moved ſome, and the 


. prevailing Arts of CourtFlatteries others, yet 

| none of thoſe Addreſſes being a real owning 

the Diſpenſing Power, they. cannot be d1- | 
rectly charged. And it was plain, they | 
c were not deſign'd as ſuch by the Addreſſers, 
ſince, as ſoon as they diſcover'd tlie Fraud, | 
| they all {ſtarted back, and acknowledg'd the } 
J Miſtake. e . | 
Nor can it be argued, as is weakly inſinuated, That 4 
0 Thanking him for an Indulgence, is a Thanking bim for = | 
1 a Diſpenſing Power, as that Indulgence was a breaking, | 
4 in upon the Laws by a Diſbenſiug Power, becauſe tlie one | 
. was apparent, the other concealed. | . | 


- That ſome were drawn in 1 owne, but to what ? ---» | 
4 To Thank the King ----- Well, what did they Thank bini | 
6 for 2 — For What Was THE EFFE CT of a Diſ- 
. penſing Power, Note again, not tor the Diſpenſing 

i v8 E 2 Power 
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Power it ſelf, for they a0 not foreſee it----.The HOOR 
Tyranny, was cover'd with the B AIT Liberty, «; 
in all Ages of the World it has been -----. And tis Diſ- 
ingenuous to charge that Ignorance as a Sin again 
Knowlege, and the more ſo, becauſe as ſoon as their 
Eyes were opened, they corrected the Miſtake. 

Suppoſe a Man, with a Villaineus Deſign to Mur. 
der me, makes me a Preſent of a Poifoned Noſegay, 
IJ accept his Preſent, and 1gnorantly Thank him tor 

it ——. But I Thank him for the Flowers, I do not 
Thank him for the Poiſon ; But, as foon as I difcove; 
the Treachery, I throw away the Gift, and proſecutc 
the Murderer. 

Again, theſe People that were thus drawn in, were 
but a few, not One to Twenty, ſome ſay, not One tr 
Fifty, and to charge this on the whole Body, looks 
if the Enemy had a great Barrenneſs of Fact, a: 
wants Charity more than it wants Malice. 

But I am told very Scholaſtically, That ſpeaking 
indefinitly does not imply the whole, and to 
THE DISSENTERS may mean but a few, 
cauſe in School Logic, an Indefinite in a Matter Conti 
gent is taken but for a part. 

I forbear any Reflection on the Sophiſtry of this, 
the Cale before us is too honeſt to need ſuch Equivo- 
caticns, and plain Reaſon. with the help of Fact will 
clear it up all 

It, totay THE Diſſenters did ſo, may ſignifie 5 

ſome of them, then, if ten Diſſenters did it, it may be 
faid, The Diſſenters did it. | 

On the other hand, by the ſame Rule, if ten tio. 
ſand did not do it, it may be as truly ſaid, The Dc» 
ters did not do it. We; 5 

So by this bleſſed ſort of School Reaſoning, it may 
be true, and very proper to ſay, the Diſſenters did , 
and the Diſſenters did not do it, both at the ſame tine. 

This is the Art of Reaſoning which I confeſs my fell 
untaught in and when J handle 4 Cauſe that mus 
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| (37) | 
I'n go to School to learn it, but I thank GOD I am 
a defending a Cauſe and a People, who want nothing 
but Truth in the plaineſt Dreſs to defend them, and 
a plain Fellow is therefore the fitter to plead for 
them. | 
Sincerity is the Glory of a Chriſtian, it makes his 
„Lite all of a piece with his Profeſſion, this is the Glo- 
ry of the Cauſe of the Diſſenters, which is like the 
People, plain and ſincere, if they have ſlipt in any 
thing, Humanum eſt Errare, but they have fallen like 
Chriſtians to riſe again: And what People in the World 
has done it leſs? in Thirty Years Oppretlion, they have 


them, the very Church that oppoſed them has yielded 
to Truth, and complyed with tlieir moſt reaſonable 
Demands. | 
| To charge the Body for the Miſtake of a fe, is unjuſt 
and unfair, and yet I dare ſay, that the Fact is not 
right neither, vis. That they really own d the Diſpen- 
fing Power in any one Addreſs, or any other way coun- 
Nu it than tacitly, and by conſequence without 
eſign 

I could ſay a great deal to defend their General Be- 
haviour towards the Church. 

They have always behaved decently and reſpectful- 
ly, as to a Body of Fellow Chriſtians, with whom, 7h 
they cannot Conform to their Eccleſiaſtical Conſtitution, 
they deſir'd no Difference in Matters Civil and Neigh- 


. p . I cannot think any Body will cenſure them for 
this : | | 
ay They have defended themſelves againſt their Argu - 


ment, but not againſt their Perſons, they have kept 
their Conſciences, but ſubmitted every thing elſe to 
the Civil Government : Nay, they have gone further, 
10 they have not only acquieſc'd in the Civil Government 
1 of the Church of England, Magiſtracy, but, on all oc- 

aaſions, when Popery and Tyranny have invaded the 
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ſtood their Ground, they have upheld the Juſtice of 
their Non-conformity, till tyred with perſecuting 


| (38) 

Church of England, they have joyn'd with them a 
their Brethren, and as Perſons embark'd in the fame 
Bottom with them, both as to Civil and Religious In. 

tereſts, | | 
When the late King Careſrd the Diſſenters, whe: 
he uſed all poſſible Artifice to draw them in t 
ſide with him againſt the Church of England, he found 
it impothble ; But the Church of England being ole 
in Diſtreſs, aud threatned with Deſtruction by the Hi 
c ommiſhon Court, and ſeveral Gentlemen applying t 
the Diſſenters to joyn in calling over the Prince | 
Orange, they readily laid aſide all their Reſentmem 
at their former ill Uſage, and not diſtinguiſhing te 
Niceties and Don between them, as Church «| 
England and Diſſenter, at ſuch a time as that, thy 
joyn'd heartily as one General Body of Proteſt: 
United in Intereſts, United in Doctrine, however di 
tering in Opinions and Circumſtances, and Capitulatiy 
for their Liberty only, they univerſally joyn d in i: 
Bleſſed Revolution of this Ifland. . 
It any Man will undertake to cenſure the Condi 
of the Diſſenters in this Cafe, and ſay, they Ad! 
with leſs Policy than Charity, or with more Goo \-Mf 
ture than Diſcretion, J muſt deſire them to rememb«.|i 
the Diſſenters and the Church in England ought toi 
conſidered in ſeveral and ſeparate Capacities. 1 
I. 44 Nation, and reſpecting their Civil i 
licy as Eꝛg liſb- Nen, they ſtand all upon cu 
Foundation, viz: Of Law, Liberty and 8:2 
when ever they ſeparate, they are bot: (+ 
ſtroy'd and both undone,and therefore, whe! 4 
ever the Diſpute comes to be between Lib 
ty and Tyranny,” between Law and Dip 
ſing Power, Property and Arbitrary Gove 
ment, the Church of England and Dillentl 
were ever together, as one Body of Fee 
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and Bondage, and they muſt both have been 


diſtracted, 1r it ha d been otherwiſe. | 
As Proteſtants, l Reformation in 
general, they are ſti 
Chriſtians, in Doctrine, Charity aud Intereſt 
the ſame, and therefore, when ever the 
Diſpute comes to be herween the Papiſt and 
the Proteſtant, between Idolatry and true 
Worſhip, between the Purity of Religion and 
the Teaching for Doctrines the Cymmandments 
of Men, they are ſtill one Body of Prote- 
ſtants, Deteſting and Renouncing the Errors 
of Rome, Eſpouſing heartily the true Refor- 
mation, and Protefiing together the fame 
Lord JESUS. 
But it you reſpect them as Pærticmlar Church- 
es, then indeed you find them differing in 
1 and Opinion about the Circum- 
antials of Religion, ſuch as Habits, Cere- 
monies, Worſhip and D:ſcipline; yet this Dit 
ference, as it is not eſſential to Religion; to 
it does not, or, at leaſt, ought not to break 
in upon their Mutual Charity, or National 
Intereſt; much leſs upon their Civility and 
good Manners, and therefore all Reviliuge 
and Reproaches are to be carefully avoided 
between the Lovers of Peace on both ſides, 
and 'tis what the Diſſenters have always 
leaded for, having ſuffered moſt by that u- 
Per! and I hope, ſhall be the laſt that re- 
turn upon the Church, what they have ſo long 
complayzned of. | | 
In ſpeaking of them as regarding the Church 
of Scotland, this Diſtinction alſo ought to be 
made, wiz. That the Diſſenters were once 
a part of the Clurch of England, and have 
only ſeparated from them tor Purity of Wor- 
ſhip, Church Government, &c. "Tis there- 


fore 
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fore-quite another thing for them, to defire 
to be reſtored to their National Union, than 
for the Church of Scorland, who never were 
a part of their Body; And ſince yet they 
do not offer to comply, but on Terms juſti- 
fyable by the Word of G0, there remains 
no Cenſüre due to them, bur ſuch as do 
blame them, ſhow their want at Judgment 
and want of Charity both together; Nor is 
it any ſufficient Exception, te - ſay BY did 


1 ſure 
Thro' infinit Perſecutions, Fines, Jails, and harraſ- 
ſing of ſeveral kinds, they are at laſt arrived to a le- 
gal Liberty, a true Foundation Right which is called 
a Toleration, on this Foot they now ſtand. - + 
On all Occaſions they have declar d they cannot 
comply with the Church in the Article of Biſhops-----, 
Comprebenſions have been projected; but they bave al- 
ways beer concluded impracticable, and the Presbyte- 
rian declares himſelf not able to conform. 
Their Difference are meerly conſciencious, they have 
ſl uffered all Severities for their Conſciences, and can- 
not without great waut of Charity, be diſtruſted or ſuſ 
_ pected as Epiſcopally inclined. . is 


* : 


. * 


CONCLUSION. 


I. remains to ſay ſometing here to the preſent Cir- 
cumſtances of both Kingdoms as now going to incor- 
porate and unite, and in this I ſhall be very lain, but, 
T hope, not at all injurious to any body, and ſhall di- 
rect my words as General as Ican, {oY 
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The Nord Union directs my Diſcourſe, Union is the 
Theme; and tis Peace in this Union I ſhall plead for; 
however, you colftemn the Man, liſten to the Doctrine; 
for let who will ſend the Teacher, the Teaching is from 
Heaven. 55 | 
I cannot but think every Obſtruction to this Do- 
ctrine, out of Seaſon, I am ſorry fo Juſt a hint ſhould 
give 15 great Oftence, but Trurb will never fail to juſti- 
fe its Owner. andy Wein | 
It cannot but be ont of Seaſon, to talk of the ſinful- 
neſs of a thing after 'tis done, which we'applauded or at 
leaſt, againſt which we ſaid nothing before. 

It cannot but be out of Seaſon to rip up the Follies 
and Miſtakes of Men who are dead, and cannot anſwer 
for themſelves, eſpecially of Good Men, whoſe ſhining 
Patterns deſerve better Treatment. 

It cannot but be out of Seaſon, to Preach up diſtruſt 
between a Society of Brethren at a time, when they 
are going to unite. | ! 

It cannot but be out of Seaſon, to fill the Heads of the 

People with theſe Diſtruſts, and raiſe Jealouſies and 
Diviſions, where General Charity, and mutual Aſſi- 
ſtance muſt be the Principal Humane Support of both. 
In the preſent Circumſtances of theſe Kingdoms, I 
know nothing ſo eſſential to the Felicity of both, as mu- 
tual Confidence in, and Affection to one another. 
The want of this is the only thing that can make all 
the Fleematick Predictiont of the Enemies of both come 
to paſs, Union of Nations, without Union of People, U- 
mon in Generals, without Union in Particulars, Union 
of Conſtitution, without Union of Intereſt, will make 
the Union a meer Name and bring to paſs all the Mif- 
chiefs either ſide can apprehend. 353 
"Twill defeat all the Endeavours either ſide can ex- 
ert, to convince one another of their Sincerity; every 
kind Action, every Conceſſion, every Contrivance to 
oblige and engage on either ſide, will be rendred ſu- 
| ſpected, 
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ſpected, and taken for Traps and Snares to draw in, 


and circumvent one another. 
Mutual Diſtruſt will be the Poiſon: of every Goo! 


Deſire, twill ruine Commerce, debauch Converſation 


ſlacken Endeavours, diſcourage Friends, encourage 
Enemies, blow up Feuds, ſcandalize Religion, dit; 
nour God, and ruine the Nation, 

I ſhall ſum up this Matter here in as ſhort a Head 
as the Subject will permit, I have not room to ſpca 
to the Head of the Diſſenters here in Scotland, I 
purpoſed to do, I hope, in another place, I may 12+: 
that Cale, together with my Thoughts about Tolera. 
tion, in a larger manner: Mean time, I deſire to 2 

ly a little what has been ſaid to the preſent Circum- 
{ance between the Diſſenters and their Accuſers 

Firſt, T frankly own the Diſtruſt and J ealouſies n 
deavour'd to be fomented here, between the Church 
of Scotland and the Diſſenters in England, is far from 
being the General Act of the Miniſtry, or of the m 
Judicious of the People here: And among thoſe man 
of the Reverend Miniſters, who I have the Honour 
Converſe with, I find a General Concern, that a 
thing ſo Unkind ſhould be offer'd to them; Nor ſhall 
I fail to do them all the Juſtice, both here and in E. 
land, that I can on that Head, that the Spirit of di 
ſtruſt may ſpread no farther, and the Innocent may 
not be Cenſur d with the Guilty. 5 

My Diſcourſe therefore is not to them, but to ti. 
who the Unhappy Temper has prevail'd upon, and 
who are too much drawn in to entertain fatal Suſpi- 


cions, and ill grounded Prejudices, againſt their Bre. 


thren, and tis to them I crave the Liberiy of ſpeak 

= 115 sere 

Vſfhat Love Gentlemen What Charity What Mutual 

Aſſiſtance? What Advantages of Commerce? What 

Strength againſt Foreign, or Guard againſt Domeltick 

Enemies? what Security of Liberty at Home, or Sale 
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ty fram Encroachments Abroad? If we cannot truſt 
one another. | . 

Tis mutual Diſtruſt has kept theſe Nations ſo lo 
divided, and been the Occaſion of ſuch Seas of Bloc 
being ſhed between them; all the widowed Families, 
the helpleſs Orphans, the diſtreſt Provinces in either 
Kingdom, for theſe 300 Years bypalt, have been prin- 
cipally produc'd by this Monſter-----. This Child of 
Hell has been in every Miſchief, in every Plot, in e- 
very War between the two Nations, | 

To deſtroy this Devil, this preſent Union is con- 
trived; tis for this all the Councils of both Kingdoms 
have been imployed; "Tis to prevent this all the Ene- 
mies of our Peace have ſtruggled : And it after all the 
Hazards run, all the Tumults, Rabbles and Miſchiefs 
tireatned, all tle Endeavours of the Queen and her 
wiſeſt Counſellors, lu part fboreld not be obtained, all 
the Attemprs of a politick Union will be in vain. 

What ſhall we ſay to an Endeavour after an Union, 
is 08 it were concluded hetween the Nations, to render the 
beſt People in both Nations, and perhaps in the World 
ſuſpected to one another. Shall I, thro' Favour, or 


Fear of Reproach, ſay rie Honeſt, or Fair, or Chriſtian, 


or Seaſonable : God torbid I ſhould dare to approve, 
what the Scripture ſays himſelf hates, Prov. 6. 19. 
Him that ſoweth Diſcord among Brethren. 

Brethren of the Church of Scotland, If the Diſſenters 
in England are not to be truſted;whather will ye ſeekꝰ 
what ſhall yourTemporal Peace depend upon?what up- 
holds the Intereſt of Religion in Britainzbut thatGlori- 
ous Body of Proteſtants, that from a few Years of the 
firſt Reformation, have been dayly Confeſſors for that 
Purity of Worchip, which they always profeſt, and which 
you enjoy? 

Why ſhould they be diſtruſted that never abandon'd 
their Cauſe, that never deſerted the ſtrong Foundati- 
on of Truth and Liberty, that have defended it, and 
are at laſt built upon it in common with your ſe * 

n | I 
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The Laws of Britain e Safety now, and yours 
alſo; the Civil Capacity is the Foundation Security 
now of your Religious Capacity; Magna chart a 1s yours 
by the Union as well as theirs; the Great Liberties 
of England are now laid open in common with you----, 
a Foundation ſo ſtrong, ſo certain, ſo ſure, that ſhould 
the greateſt Monarchs that ever reign'd in Britain in- 
vadeit, even the Perſecutors themſelves would join with 
you, to pull them down. 

You are all built upon Law and Liberty, that is the 
Rock that ſupports you all, and you have now nothing 

to do, but 7; ok Stones in an Arch, by ſhouldering up 

one another,make your Strength invincible; thus united 

like the fame Arch, the more weight is laid on you, the 

ſtronger you grow ; but diſlocate one Stone 65 and 
it falls by its own weight, into a heap of meer Rubbiſh 
and Diſorder. 

Suffer a Stranger to exhort you to what your 
own Intereſt ought to guide you to, and to what your 
Experience will bleſs him for hereafter, unleſs by your 
unbelief, your Carcaſſes fall in this wilderneſs of Strife, 
. if that ſhould happen, your Poſterity will acknow- 

edge it. | 

Study Peace, Study to he Quiet, and mark ſuch as 
fow Diviſions among you; for where there is 
Strife and Contention, * ths is Every evil Work. 

For my ſelf, I ſkall ſay little, I have quitted the juſt 
Reſentment at unſufferable Infſolencies, thatl might 
with the utmoſt Calmneſs of Mind, move Scotland to 
Peace, and practiſe the thing I exhort to-; the Gen- 
tleman that oppoſes me in this, ſhall not rally meon- 
ly in Print, but he ſhall trample me under his Feet; 
Jam content to be all that is contemptible and vile in 
his Eyes, and in every Mans elſe, it I can but be in- 
ſtrumental in the leaſt to this bleſſed healing Tem- 

er. 

1 I can hear him and his Platterers go about defaming 
my Morals to leſſen my Argument, 8 
41 | 2 
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2 me _— | 
the Man, to weaken his Diſcourſe, a certain Token of 
the ſterility of better Anſwers-----. It moves me not. 
It ſhall all be in vain-----, Slander and Backbiting 
ſhall dome no Injury. I have been an open Re- 
prover of other Mens Vices at the extremeſt Hazard. 
If my own Practice had been ſ:andalous, as theſe Men 
uggeſt, I ſhould, long ſince, have had it Printed in 
my Forehead , for this is not the firſt time it has been 
attempted. I am ſorry they force me to ſay any thing 
in my own Defence, a moſt inſguificant Triffle to what, 


am upon: But as tis done with a Deſign to leſſen the 


Eſteem of what I ſay in this Cauſe, I am oblig'd to 
ſpeak. They report me a Drunkard, a Swearer, a 
$1bbath-breaker, and what not-----. Impotent Slan- 
ders! what Shift is Malice driven to ? The Iſſue is ſhort; 
and plain, and their Honeſty ſhall be tryed by 


& it, I challenge them to bring the Man either 


here, or in Eugland, that ever ſaw me drink to Exceſs,” 
that ever heard me {wear ; or in ſhort, can charge my 
Converſation with the leaſt Vice or Immorality, with 
Indecency, Immodeſty, Paſſion, Prophaneneſs, or a- 
ny thing elſe that deſerves Reproach; when they can 
do this, I'll burn this Book at the Mercat Croſs, and 
deſire all the World to regard no more hat I ſay, and 
— they can do it, all Honeſt Men will abhor the Pra- 

ice. N 

"Tis hard, Gentlemen, to force any Man to ſay. 
thus much of his own Character, and fo far, as it looks 
like Oftentation, I ask Pardon for it; Iam far from 
valuing my ſelf upon negative Vertue; yet I thank 
God that I am able to ſay thus much, and thought my 
{elf oblig'd to convince the World how they are im- 


poſed npon, and how a Stranger is treated here; and. 


I beg the Gentlemen that uſe me thus, not to oblige me 
to recriminate upon their Morals, which I could do 
with too much Advantage. ke 

It wounds every Honcſt Man to the Soul, to ſee # 
Spirit of Bitterneſs and Slander gone out among you, 


. biting 
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15 inen 1 
biting and devouring, and diſtruſting one another, at 4 
time, and in a very Debate of National Union. 

I verily believe God in his Providence has determi- 
ned the Bleſſed Union of theſe two Nations; I foreſec 
all the Malice of Hell cannot oppoſe it; the ſtrange 
concurrence of Circumſtances points out the Finger of 
Providence 1n every Point of it, *thas been made uy 
of Miracle, and unaccountable Junctures in its Period-. 
F befeech you Gentlemen, let not your uubelievin; 
rob you of the Bleſſing of it, and adjourn the Comforts 
fo, that like the Elders at Samaria, you ſhould ſec it. 
but not taſte of it. SES | 
I ſee nothing objected butChimeras, Maybe's,ſuppoſcs, 
Suggeſtions , what-ifs, and the like; one convii- 
cing Demonſtration ot the ſincerity of your Brethren 
Bigland will cruſh them all, and how will you be 4- 
Manr'd of ycur Suſpicions and Jealouſies, how will you 
regret the unkind Treatment of your Friends, Wii 
will thus requit you Good for Evil, and heap Coals of 
Fire on your Heads. „ 

. If you would compare the certain Evils you have 2 
toided by it, with the ſuggeſted Evils that they ſay 
are in proſpect, there can be no rational Compariſon 
awn, Jacobitiſm. Popiſh Succeſſion, French Tyran- 
fy, Popery and War-----, theſe are avoided, and muſt 
ave tollowed, what can there be before you to equa! 
FP | 
* Tf therefore you have any regard to Juſtice, to Truth. 
to your Intereſt, to your Religion, Liberty or Poſte- 
ty, calm your Minds, and fortify your Souls with 
peaceable Ideas, leave Jealouſies and Suſpicions to ly 
afleep in the miſty heads, of the Ignorant; For diſtruſt 
Is the Product ofa Barren Underſtanding, if your Eyes 
are open, you cannot but ſee your Safety and Profpe- 
kity in an hearty Affection, an Union of Love, an U- 
giaur of Intreſts, and an Union of Charity. 1 
Itli- 


* 
, 


e e 
Without it, alls an empty Shadow; and muſt iti 
ime tend either to the Ruine of the General Peace, or 
the particular oppoſers of it. d e 

My Friends tell me I lay my ſelf too low in this and 
hat the Adverſe Party have Ingenuity little enough to 
boſult me upon this head; indeed 1 find little Ingenui- 
ty enongh in the Party: But when J conſider who they 
ire, how mean in Character, how ſcandalouſſy few in 
Number, how empty their Malice, and how ridicu- 
Wous their Methods with me, tis a compleat gatisfacti- 
Won. and I am perfectly unconcern'd for the ref. 

= Moſt of the Perfons, whote ill treatment T complain 
are realy. contemptible in every part of them; their 
. Principles, as they are oppoſite to mine, are ſo to all Ho- 
Nel Men, their Reproaches I value not enough to grati- 
Wc {> much as their meaneſt E xpectationsz for with me it 
all ever be calm without, uhen it is clear within; 
id for juſt Matters of Scandal, I have fairly defyed 
hem. | | 
As they are Enemies to God, ſo they are to the Go- 
rernment, to the Reformation; and to Good Men, 
ad by Conſequence to the Union, winch is plainly the 
= rk of the firſt, and the deſire of the laſt, andl it is 
Wc Glory of her Majeſties Government, that it aims 
nothing but what concurrs both with the Glory of 
ne, and the Wiſhes of the other, I meanPiety andPeace. 
k chere was any thing elſe in the Deſign, I bleſs 
od, I was never a Slave to any Government in the 
orld; I was never frighted by Power, when IL was 
het by its fury, and I could never be brib'd by its 
Wit, when in the moſt proper circumſtances to want 
hem, I would not write a word, no, not for the 
ucen her ſelf, if my Conſcience and Principles did 
Wt lay Amen to the Subject; and I challenge the 
Vorld to fay, when ever I acted otherwiſe. 

dhe Party therefore in yothing more miſtake me, 
an in thinking, that when, for Peace ſake, I avoid 
eqing on their Follies; tis for any Value or Fear 
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BY of their Reſentment, they muſt be little a6quainte/ 
| » with the Scenes I have acted in the World, who k 0 
* me no better than that, and I refer them to the be. 
ſentments of Men much more Capital than their! 
bitious Thoughts can pretend to, and let them ſcec 
. Influence their Anger has had on mm. 

1 But all this Humility of mine is for the fake of ; 


| few, a very few indeed, who, tho Paſſion and Prein 
11 488 may over-rule them; and run them to Inconvenien 
118 38 tho they may go a little out of themſelves, I 1c 


Wi hope are good Men in the Main, and Deſign no g 
1 ral Miſchief, theſe, bowevar they treat me, I am 
of expoſing, and tho' in this they unwarrily pro: 
gate the Jacobite Cauſe, and unhappily fall in 
that fatal Principle that wouid ruine us all, yet 
Tenderneſs to their Characters and Office, and“ 
orber Account, I behave calmly and carefully tot 
hoping, that in due time, they ſhall be bet t inf 
ed, and then, I doubt not, they will do me Juſtice--- 
11 For the reſt, their Principles are Abominable, 
1 Mays of Propagating them are Unchriſtian and Irra 
| tional, their: Methods are Deteſted by all honeſt Y en. 
and to me they merit the utmoſt Contempt. 
f few alſo are the Number of the 


* ceiv d Proſelites they have made, not one in tuen 
{% even of the Miniſters that I have known, are of 0 


. Opinion; And I have ſuch a Teſtimony from 
. the beſt of that Reverend Body, of their Satisfſac 
. in my honeſt Deſign, their Reſentment of this A' 1, 
* and their juſt Regard to the Diſſenters in Erg land, 
chat I can, wich tbe utmeſt Peace, bear the Repros 
RS. of the fall Number that thus Attack me. 
May the God of Peace move this Nation to thouz':ts 
of their own. Happineſs, and cool the evil Spirit th: 
e endeavanrs to diſquiet the Minds of thoſe tun 
r therwiſe mean no ill to their Native W Auen 
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